part six — fire prevention &
extinguishing equipment

Mooring Hitch

The main aim of this part of the Standards is to ensure
your boat has suitable fire fighting equipment to
provide an immediate response to a small fire. This will
minimise the risk of a fire on your boat, or on a boat
nearby, escalating out of control, and can help you and
your passengers to escape safely.

Making sure that your portable fire extinguishers are
properly certified, that you have a sufficient number of
appropriate extinguishers and that the extinguishers
are in good condition all helps.

A fire blanket may provide an alternative method of
extinguishing a cooking pan fire or allowing safe
escape from the boat. It's also strongly recommended
that your boat has two means of escape from
accommodation areas.







number of fire extinguishers

approval of portable fire fighting equipment

When an examiner checks the condition of fire fighting equipment
on board, here are some examples of what he's looking for which
you can check on a regular basis. Fire extinguishers must be
replaced if they have missing pins, dents, perished hoses, incorrect
pressure or damage to the trigger assembly. [6.1]




Fire ratings are marked on modern portable fire extinguishers, for example 5A/34B.
The fire rating is the measure of the ability of a fire extinguisher to fight a fire of a
certain size. The bigger the number in the fire rating the bigger the fire on which the
extinguisher has been tested. The letter in the fire rating indicates the class of fire on
which the extinguisher has been tested. The “A” rating relates to fires involving paper,
wood, textiles or fabric and the “B” class fires are fuelled by flammable liquids.




Whilst in a lock an outboard engine malfunctioned and burning petrol was thrown
out, over and around the rear deck area and the surrounding water. The boat
owner tried both portable fire extinguishers from the boat, however neither of them
worked properly and the fire continued to burn. The owner of another boat in the
lock used one of his extinguishers and the fire was put out. On inspection it was
discovered that the two extinguishers originally used failed to work because they
were not certified and had passed their expiry date. [6.11
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soft furnishings

Make sure the fire blanket can be easily reached if there's a fire on the
cooker. We often find blankets mounted by the side or at the back of the
cooker, or in cupboards or drawers, making it dangerous to reach in the
event of a cooker fire. It needs to be accessible at all times, in a safe and
prominent place. Don't forget, it's also a good idea to make sure that
anyone unfamiliar with the layout of your boat is made aware of where to
find fire blankets, extinguishers and escape routes. [6.31




Have you considered how you would escape in the event of a cabin fire? An
alternative to a purpose built hatch is a suitably-sized window, but remember,

if the window is not capable of being opened, a safe means to break it must

be kept nearby. Always consider your escape routes and plan for the worst, even
if you may never need to use them. It's better to be safe than sorry! [6.7]

two means of escape

Need more help or advice? Refer to Standards 6.1 — 6.7 in the appendix page 10.
For more technical information refer to:
2 BS EN ISO 9094 — 1 “Fire Protection — Part 1: Craft with a hull length of
up to and including 15m".
2 BS EN ISO 9094 - 2 “Fire Protection — Part 1: Craft with a hull length of
over 16m and up to 24m”.
Statutory Instrument SI 1998 No. 1011 “The Merchant Shipping (Fire Protection : Small Ships)
Regulations 1998 (www.hmso.gov.uk/stat)













